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Education

· Ph.D. University of Sheffield, New Testament Studies, Cultural Studies and Postcolonial Studies (4/02)
· M.Phil. University of Coventry, Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, New Historicism and the Politics of New Testament Exegesis (9/98)
· M.Th. United Theological College, Bangalore, India, (Serampore College), Mark and New Literary Criticism (4/92)
· B.D. Union Biblical Seminary, Pune, India, (Serampore College) (4/88)
· M.A. Kerala University (3/80) Humanities (History)
· B.A. Kerala University (3/78) Humanities (History, Economics and Political Science) 

Fellowships and Awards

· 2001 Patrie Watson Exhibitions Award, University of Sheffield
· 1998-2001 Overseas Research Scholarship Award, CVCP, UK
· 2001 Gilchrist Educational Trust
· 1999-2001 Charles Wallace India Trust
· 1996-2000 Interserve UK Fellowship
· 1996-2000 Luther W. New Jr. College Research Fellowship
· 1992 Dr. H.K. Moulton Memorial Prize
Research and Expertise

The Ph.D. dissertation A Postcolonial Reading of Mark’s Story of Jesus reads Mark’s story of Jesus from a postcolonial perspective. It proposes that Mark need not necessarily be treated in an oversimplified polarity as an anti- or pro-colonial discourse. Instead it may probably be treated as a postcolonial discourse, i.e., as a strategic essentialist and transcultural hybrid discourse that accommodates and disrupts both the native Jewish (nationalistic and collaborative) and the Roman colonial discourses of power. This thesis shows that Mark accommodates itself into a strategic third space in-between the variegated native Jewish and the Roman colonial discourses in order to enunciate its own voice. As a mimetic, ambivalent and hybrid discourse it mimics and mocks, accommodates and disrupts both the native essentialist and collaborative as well as the Roman colonial voices. 

The portrait of Jesus in Mark, which I presume to be encoding also the portrait of a community, exhibits a colonial/ postcolonial conundrum which can neither be damned as pro- nor be praised as anti-colonial in nature. Instead the portrait of Jesus in Mark may be appreciated as a strategic essentialist and transcultural hybrid, in which the claims of difference and the desire for transculturality are both contradictorily present and visible. 

In showing such a conundrumic portrait and invoking a complex discursive strategy Mark as the discourse of a subject community is not alone or unique in the Greco-Roman world. A number of discourses—historical, creative novelistic and apocalyptic—of the subject Greek and Jewish communities in the eastern Mediterranean under the imperium of Rome from the second century BCE to the end of the first century CE exhibit very similar postcolonial traits which one may add to be not far from the postcolonial traits of a number of postcolonial creative writings and cultural discourses of the colonial subject and the dominated post-colonial communities of our time.

The M. Phil. dissertation The Salvific Suffering Motif in Mark: A New Historicist Investigation into the Politics of Exegesis is a discourse analysis on the salvific suffering motif in Mark in mainstream critical exegesis (of the first world) and the recent liberation exegesis (mainly of the third world), including examples of popular readings from Indian Christian communities. This work evaluates whether the liberationist readings are reductionist in giving Mark a socio-economic, religio-political slant or the predominantly spiritual and private salvation perspective forwarded by most western exegetes reflects more accurately the meaning of the text. 

The M. Th.  dissertation “Suffering Son of Man in Mark’s Gospel: A Study in Markan Soteriology” (March 1992). My task in this thesis on the side is to explore the possible sources of Mark in formulating the unique suffering Son of Man tradition and on the other is to shed light on the Markan creative theological and literary craftsmanship in mining different elements from earlier traditions and assembling them together in order to create a new symbol to speak to the critical needs of his community.

Teaching Experience

2004 — to the present, Principal and Professor, New Testament and Christian Origins, Luther W. New 
Jr. Theological 
College, Dehradun, 
Uttarakhand, India.

2002-2003 Associate Professor, New Testament Studies, Director of Student Affairs, Luther W. New 
Jr. Theological College, Dehradun, India

1999-2002 Visiting Lecturer, Seminars on ‘Border-Crossing’: Postcolonial Studies and New Testament Studies, Cliff College, Calvar, Nr. Sheffield, UK

1992-1995, Senior Lecturer, New Testament Studies, Luther W. New Jr. Theological College, Dehradun, Uttaranchal, India

1988-1990, Lecturer, New Testament Studies and Indian Religions, C.O.T.R. Theological College, Vizakapatanam, Andra Pradesh, India

1984-1985 Teacher, History, Tuinem English School, Tuinem, Ukrul, Manipur, India

1980-1982, Lecturer, Ancient Indian History, St. Thomas Parallel College, Kozhenchery, Kerala, India.

Papers Delivered

2006 ‘The Mission Perspectives of the Early Christians’, JP Alter Memorial Lecture, Rajpur Retreat and Study Center, Rajpur Dehradun, 14 October 2006.
2005 “Early Christian Mission Practice” in an international Consultation 
on the Theory and Praxis of Mission, February 2006, Union 
Biblical Seminary, Pune, Maharashtra, India.

2003 Combined Faculty Seminar, NTC, PTS and DBC at Dehradun, Paper title “A Postcolonial Historiography: Toward a Postcolonial Approach to Reading the Discourses of a Colonial Subject Community”

2002 Loussane-Manchester-Sheffield Conference on Historiography at Sheffield, UK. Paper title: A Postcolonial Historiography: Toward a Postcolonial Approach to Reading the Discourses of a Colonial Subject Community”

2001 AAR/SBL Annual Meeting, Denver, Colorado. S18-14 “The Beginning of Mark: A Colonial/ Postcolonial Conundrum” in Consultation on ‘New Testament Studies and Postcolonial Studies’.

2000 British New Testament Conference, Roehampton Institute, London, Paper title: “Postcolonialism as a Critical Practice in Biblical Studies”, Seminar 1, Hermeneutics.

2000 Center for the Study of Early Christianity in the Graeco-Roman World, Department of Biblical Studies, The University of Sheffield, Paper title “Exploring the Postcoloniality of Chariton’s Chaereas and Callirhoe”.

1999 Center for Literary and Cultural Studies, Department of Biblical Studies, The University of Sheffield, Paper title “Postcolonial Studies in New Testament Studies”.

Book Published

A Postcolonial Reading of Mark’s Story of Jesus (LNTS 340) London, New York: T & T Clark, 2007.

Papers Published

“Postcolonialism as a Critical Practice in Biblical Studies”, Doon Theological Journal, 2:2 2005, pp. 97-119; 3:1, 2006, pp. 5-10.

“The Beginning of Mark (Mk. 1:1): A Postcolonial Reading” Doon Theological Journal, 2:1, 2005, pp. 39-52.

“A Postcolonial Historiography: Toward a Postcolonial Approach to Reading the Discourses of a Colonial Subject Community” Doon Theological Journal 1:1, 2004, pp. 5-19.

“The Beginning of Mark: A Colonial/ Postcolonial Conundrum” Biblical Interpretation 10:2, 2002, pp. 405-419.

“The Kairos of the Galilaioi: An Indian Liberationist Reading of John 1-7”, Jeevadhara xxv: 146, 1995, pp.149-60. Also Indian Journal of Theology 37:1, 1995, pp. 88-97.

Book Reviews

Cohn-Sherbok, Dan & John M. Court (eds.), Religious Diversity in the Graeco-Roman World: A Survey of Recent Scholarship, Sheffield: SAP, 2001, pp. 1-237 in the forthcoming DTJ 2:2, 2005

Peder Borgen, Early Christianity and Hellenistic Judaism, Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1998 (1996), pp. vii—376 in the forthcoming DTJ 2:1, 2005.

Markus Bockmuehl, Jewish Law in Gentile Churches: Halakhah and the Beginning of Christian Public Ethics, Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2003 (T & T Clark, 2000), pp. v — 314in the forthcoming DTJ 2:1, 2005.

George W.E. Nickelsburg, Ancient Judaism and Christian Origins: Diversity, Continuity, and Transformation, Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2003, pp. vii-264 in DTJ 1:2, 2004, pp. 190-193

N.T. Wright, The Resurrection of the Son of God (Christian Origins and the Question of God vol. 3), Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2003, pp. xv-817 in DTJ 1:1, 2003, pp. 93-95

L.W. Hurtado, Lord Jesus Christ: Devotion to Jesus in Earliest Christianity, Cambridge: WB Eerdmans, 2003, pp. vii—746 in DTJ 1:1, 2003, pp. 95-96.

Robert H. Gundry, Mark: A Commentary on His Apology for the Cross, Grand Rapids: Wm.B. Eerdmans, 1993, in IJT 36:1, 1994, pp. 126-128
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